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“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the 
books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of 
life: and the dead were judged out of.those things which were written in 
the books, according to their work. — REV. 20: 12. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER JOSHUA H. PAUL. 


[Concluded from page 198.] 


I was going to say, however, that God reveals Himself to those who 
are like Him. The Apostle says: “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we know that, when He 
shall appear, we shall be like Him.” Before the Lord will ever appear to 
you and to me, brethren, I suppose we shall have to become like Him. It 
was not because Joseph Smith was any better loved than other boys, ex- 
cept as he merited it, that he could behold the Lord; it was because he 
was more like Him. If we become enough like the Lord, we shall under- 
stand what He says; and when He shall appear we shall be like Him. 
Let me illustrate this. How often have I, as a teacher, with some prin- 
ciple in hand to explain that seemed perfectly plain to myself, tried to 
make my class understand it, and have failed; and there was no way 
known to me by which I could reveal to them that truth. I have seen 
the teacher in algebra stand. before his class and exhaust himself trying 
to make the students understand some simple principle of mathematics; 
and he might have stood there all the rest of his life and they never would 
have understood it, if it had not been that he found out that some part 
of the lesson which they had gone over—some first principle—was not 
understood by them; he had to explain that first, and then the rest was 
easy enough. It was because they were not prepared to receive the 
revelation which he was trying to give them. 

You say, Ohl that is a very strange view of revelation, to say that it 
simply depends upon how well prepared a person is, and that he will re- 
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ceive all he is prepared to receive.” That may be a strange view to some; 
but I believe it is a true principle that a person receives all he is prepared 
to receive; not perhaps all he is prepared to understand, but I think he 
receives all he is prepared to live. The Gospel is not simply a theory. 
The word of the Lord is something more than that which is to be intel- 
lectually understood. It is something to do, something to live, something 
to be. I have felt at times a kind of jealousy—not an evil one—of those 
brethren and sisters who have told of the manifestations they have received 
from the Lord, by visions, by dreams, by miracles of healing—a jealousy 
because the Lord had not revealed Himself to me in such a plain, evident 
and unmistakable way. But I am persuaded of one thing—that He has 
revealed to me all that I am capable of receiving and living by to the 
present moment. When I have learned and put into practice the first 
lessons, I may expect something further. A mother might seek to reveal 
to her son the fact that she was his mother. How can she do it? She 
might say to the boy as he lies there in the cradle, “I am your mother,” 
and he might smile at her, but he would not understand what she meant. 
He has not learned enough to understand. She understands perfectly 
enough what it is to be his mother; but how long does it take the boy to 
understand that simple revelation? It takes him years and years to learn 
the relation to himself of that being who passed through the valley of the 
shadow of death to give him birth, who nourished his young limbs with 
the tide of life which flows through her generous veins, and who every 
day since then has sacrificed her pleasure and comfort for him. He learns 
only after years have elapsed what these few words mean, “I am your 
mother.” And if it takes so long to learn to know our own mother, how 
long may we expect it will take us to learn to know our Heavenly Father? 
He may be speaking to us all the time; indeed, I believe Heis; but having 
ears, we hear not; having eyes, we see not. We are like the American 
Indian looking at the heavens; it does not reveal anything to him. God 
is speaking to us all the time. He has spoken volumes of inspiration and 
revelation. But we do not understand. And it is not because the Lord 
does not love us. I have been long enough a teacher to know that it is 
fixed in the nature of the human mind, it is according to the very consti- 
tution of human intelligence itself, that everything it knows it must know 
for itself by going through the proper experience to know it. You can- 
not put into another mind the knowledge you may have by any other 
process than by that mind’s going through essentially the same process 
that you went through in order to acquire it. Whatever God knows—and 
He knows all things—cannot be communicated to you and to me in 
advance of our preparation to receive it, any more than the mother can 
communicate to her infant child the secret contained in the words, “I am 
your mother.” In order to understand anyone you must be like him. 
Sometimes I have heard from this stand glorious utterances of truth, and 
some have gone forth saying they did not like the meeting. There was 
nothing wrong with the meeting; for those who were prepared to receive 
the doctrine, it was a perfect meeting; but for those who were not pre- 
pared to receive the revelation, it was not. 
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I am fully convinced that the Lord hath spoken, not only in ancient 
times, but in our day; and though there be things which to me seem hard 
—I do not recall any now, but I suppose I will come across others yet; 
for I can remember in past times that various things have appeared to 
me to be a stumbling block; but though there may be things which appear 
to me to be hard in what the Lord hath spoken, yet I have, with my years, 
finally come to have this much understanding: I can say it is not the 
fault of the Lord if I do not understand what He has said. Knowing that 
the Lord has spoken, that He has revealed Himself in these days for our 
enlightenment, I can bear testimony to the truth of that which He has 
revealed and of that which He does now reveal. I can testify that the 
Lord hath dealt mercifully with me, and in various ways hath made me 
to understand that He is the God Jehovah, and that there is none like 
Him. I thank the Lord for this testimony. Moreover, I believe that 
God has revealed Himself in some degree to all men. I believe that none 
are without some light. I believe that the glorious testimony, that there 
is a Father in heaven, which all the Christian world bear to-day, is good 
as far as it goes. The thought that every night, when the sun goes down 
and darkness envelops the earth, throughout all the Christian world, 
almost every knee is bowed and a prayer ascends from every honest 
heart to the God of heaven, shows that He has revealed Himself in some 
degree to all of them, and is a grand testimony which the human race, 
with all its faults, bears to God and His revelation. For all religions 
finally rest upon the fact that there is or there may be communication 
between heaven and earth. If there is no communication between 
earth and heaven, then all religion is vain. There is no such thing as 
religion apart from that glorious principle. And although people may 
say and believe that there was once communication between heaven and 
earth, but that it has ceased and ceased forever, until the Lord Jesus 
Christ shall come again, their position does not appear to me to be well 
taken. It seems to me that even if I had not known the Gospel as we 
have received it; even if I had not known that God has revealed Himself 
in these days, and, being abroad in the world, I had heard good Christian 
people say that though there was once communication between heaven 
and earth, there is not now and has not been for eighteen hundred 
years, it seems to me that such a proposition would have staggered me, 
would have shaken my faith in their religion. Because their religion 
depends, for the only vitality which it may have, upon the fact, or assumed 
fact, of communication between God and man. I know that deep in the 
heart of every human being there is implanted—I think by the power of 
God Himself—a desire to know God, a desire to reach Him. That desire 
is manifested in all the forms of religion which are extant, and even in 
the superstition of the savage. The greatest, intellectually, of the Apostles 
has said, “When the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the 
things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto 
themselves; which show the work of the law written in their hearts, their 
conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the meanwhile accus- 
ing or else excusing one another.” In other words, those who have not 
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this written law called the Bible, have, nevertheless, a certain work of the 
law written in their hearts. All men have consciences; all men have the 
prompting to do that which is right and to abstain from that which is 
wrong, however much they may be mistaken as to what is right and what 
is wrong. Not only do we believe that God has in some degree revealed 
Himself to all mankind, but we believe that in the due time of the Lord 
all mankind will be saved. So far from maintaining that we are the only 
ones that will attain salvation, it is the belief of the Latter-day Saints 
that all mankind will yet be saved, excepting only the sons of perdition, 
and these are few in number. The basis of that belief is the word of God 
and the fact that all men naturally worship Him, showing that He has 
revealed Himself in some degree to all of them. He has given to every 
nation, to every people, and to every individual, all the light they are 
capable of receiving, or that they are worthy to have; and He will yet, 
either in this life or in the life to come, give them all the light that is 
necessary for their complete salvation. 

Brethren and sisters, I bear my testimony to you that the Gospel is 
true as we have received it, and that it is the power of God unto salvation. 
May we be willing to accept it and live by it, that we may be saved in His 
presence, is my prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen. 


DISTRICT MEETINGS. 


AmonG the most successful proselyting agencies used of late may be 
counted those called District meetings, not that they are new or innova- 
tions on any routine, for they are old and have been used “from the 
beginning.” Their virtue consists in the fact that they can be held any- 
where, while a conference is necessarily held where the most of the Saints 
may attend at nominal cost, and at the same time where all the Elders can 
gather for special report and special instruction. 

Many of the Saints are outside of such centers and as a consequence 
they do not participate in the services of Conference, and the local meet- 
ings may be in partial suspense besides, so that neither they, their 
friends nor inquirers have or receive of that concentration of spiritual 
force which moves the Priesthood, nor do they become amenable even to 
the social atmosphere and conditions for which the Conference provides. 

Then the Presiding authorities when visiting for a District meeting are 
also brought in contact with an unknown or unfamiliar element, they 
become known to the local Saints and local investigators, while at the 
same time there is infused into the brethren, as located, new life and 
a quickening of sympathy; an official recognition is secured also, and 
they having charge are brought to the front, where in a Conference their 
President is specially marked, along with the visiting authorities. 

Another very important point is that the local Saints are fully aroused; 
it is their District meeting, they become possessed of the spirit of propa- 
gandism, and it gives them an opportuity of inviting family relatives, 
working associates, neighbors and inquirers; while they themselves by 
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hospitality, a lite sacrifice, or by association acquire an importance hereto- 
fore unknown, and we have not been surprised at our hearty reception, 
the profusion of hospitality, than the gtip of the band, the fire in the eye, 
the warmth of singing, the earnestness of prayer, or the open-mouthed 
drinking in of the words of life, each have told their own story, there 
has been swelling hearts and a legitimate pride as their ministry have 
with earnestness and power presented the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Then the children have been interested. During « late visit, the little 
Sanday school about equally divided between the precious souls of be- 
lievers and non-believers had a glorious treat; their earnestness, their eyes 
fixed drinking in the words was an object lesson for the Master's workman, 
and a picture for a Master Artist, while as the songs of Zion rolled upward 
from childish lips, surely the Heavens opened to prayer in words and 
smiles, for “their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is 
in Heaven.” 

Ah! there is poetry in all the aspects of missionary life, there is life’s 
ideal, the preparation of the soil, the sowing of the seed, the observant 
eye-watehing for the coming germ of spiritual life among the young. The 
knowledge that these are already in communion with the Heavens, already 
tenderly susceptible to the ministrations of the ever blessed Spirit is 
inspiring, and the man who can stand unmoved before such an audience 
in the very vestibule of Heaven is surely not in full attune, in ringing 
harmony with the music of the more cultured soul. 

Oh! how we have watched such groups, how busy fancy has become, 
how ready for the suggestion of inspiration, and how anxious to “prophesy 
good things,” for the joyous faces—the darling little souls who so sing the 
songs of Zion; surely “Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings, God 
bath perfected praise.” | 

Of course all such meetings are approved and sanctioned of the Presi- 
dent of the Conference, albeit he does not necessarily preside, but will 
doubtless give this distinction to the head of the local Elders, and as but 
few may be present from outside, it provides an experience and courtesy 
all in harmony with the thought, “Let every thing be done decently and 
in order”; so friction becomes an “unknown quantity” and peace and 
blessing is the result. 

The printing of invitations and hall expenses will require judgment and 
discretion, so the occasion may not be too much of a burthen upon the 
Elders or the Saints, and while a collection may not always be desirable, 
there are times when a seasonably worded appeal will touch the hearts of 
all present, and none will feel poorer for the moiety required. 

lt is not desirable either to make hospitality a burthen to the immedi- 
ate Saints, those coming from a distance where rail-road fare is not exor- 
bitant could easily supplement that incidental expense by providing a 
little pio-nic, and if all could eat together at such a time withoat too 
much work, we are satisfied that the benefits of such a course would well 
repay the increased expenditure. 

The possession of earnest faith is a prime factor in the success of all 
such gatherings, and the Elders are already well posted as to the efficaey 
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of faith, prayer and fasting, as well as works in other directions, so as to 
be beyond the need of any more than a hint as to their duty at an import- 
ant time. God has honored the District meetings as well as the Confer- 
ences; each arrangement possesses its own special value, and every expe- 
rienced Elder will count upon results, while to the inexperienced it will be 
the practical application of method and system, of faith and works, which 
may prove to be an object lesson and a benefit “after many days.” 

As the summer advances many such arrangements could be in country 
places, in open fields, as well as in halls; adaptation is the law of progress, 
and to be original without being crude always indicates the earnest vigil- 
ance and ingenuity of a master mind. 

N. 


BRITISH ISLES IN PRE-HISTORIC AGES. 


Ax interesting discovery relating to the inhabitants of the British Isles 
in prehistoric ages is reported from Shetland. A crofter at Quarff, in 
digging into a mound on his field, came upon a group of chambers con- 
structed of stone slabs. These contained urns, and in the one first opened 
a skull was also found, but in the other three no human remains. If the 
skull proves to be human, it is not easy to account for its presence without 
other bones; for the urns indicated burial after cremation. The chambers, 
we may presume, were not large—such as are sometimes called Kist Vaens, 
or stone boxes, formed by placing four or more slabs in an upright posi- 
tion, with one to cover them. In one of these was placed an urn holding 
the ashes of the dead, and over all was piled a cairn of stones or mound 
of earth. Occasionally, however, the box was made large enough to con- 
tain an unburned corpse, which in early times was commonly entombed 
in a doubled-up posture. But these houses of the dead are built after 
several patterns. In not a few cases large slabs are used, both for sides 
and roofs, and the plan of construction varies very much. The simplest 
resembles that just described, except that it forms a chamber rather than 
a box, more than one slab being generally used on each side, but with a 
gap or door left in one of them. The ground plan is rudely square or 
oblong, and the roof often formed of a single slab. Such are called Dol- 
mens, or in Britain, very often, Cromlechs. Sometimes they are very 
large. The uprights of one in Brittany are about five feet above the 
ground, and it is big enough to hold a small cart. In other tombs the 
chamber is approached by a passage formed of two rows of upright stones, 
and roofed by large slabs; while in a third type this passage gradually 
expands into the chamber, so that the whole resembles in outline a 
stumpy hock bottle. In most cases the slabs are neither chiselled nor 
sculptured. Perhaps, sometimes, alittle rude trimming has been attempted, 
or a boulder has been split. But in a few instances carvings exist. These 
often are very rude—small holes, like little cups or incised spirals—but 
occasionally they are more elaborate—at New Grange, in Ireland, and 
Gavr Inis, an island in the Morbihan, in Brittany. In fact, no part of 
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Europe is so rich in ancient stone monuments as the neighborhood of 
Carnac and Lokmariaker, in the southern part of that country. There is 
one other variety of these stone sepulchres—the rarest, and perhaps one 
of the latest, of the group—in which the roof is something like a beehive 
in shape, being formed of slabs, each projecting a little beyond that be- 
neath, until the top is closed by a single stone. This ancient form of 
roofing is found in a few sepulchral chambers, notably at New Grange, 
and at the famous Maes How, not far from Kirkwall, in Orkney, in a dis- 
trict particularly rich in pre-historic remains. These chambers, if of any 
size, appear to have been covered by a cairn, which in some cases is very 
large. But in Scotland, the Kist Vaen is common, and a few ex- 
amples have been found of the “bee-hive” chamber, the larger Dolmens, 
with or without a passage approach, are rare. Yet they are common 
enough in Ireland, England, Western France, and, indeed, in Northern 
Europe generally, as well as on the southern side of the Mediterranean. 
Chambered cairns, however, do occur north of the Tweed, and more especi- 
ally, as Dr. R. Munro tells us in his book on “Pre-historic Scotland,” in 
the counties of Argyll, Inverness, Sutherland, and Caithness, and the 
Orkney Isles. Here, as in other countries, they illustrate a progressive 
advance in structural details, as if their builders had remained long in the 
land. Moreover, their contents prove that both cremation and inhuma- 
tion were from the first customary. Probably the latter really preceded 
the former in time; it is the easier and simpler kind of entombment; but 
certainly cremation is far more ancient than classic times, though gener- 
ally reserved for the rich.— Standard. 


„Ir YOU WERE A MAN, WHAT WOULD you po!“ — This title of a recently- 
published novel in the United States has been made a test question to 
be answered by several well-known women in the columns of one of the 
chief New York papers. They represent various types of women, among 
them being the wife of a senator, a former candidate for the Mayoralty 
of Brooklyn, two leaders of society, a writer, a couple of novelists, a play- 
wright, a singer, and a couple of sculptors, and soon. The senator's wife 
thinks she would have achieved all the elective offices of the country until 
she became President, but she adds that she considers herself “far more 
fortunate, for she would rather be a woman than President.” One of the 
novelists, who declares that *woman is the mallet behind the chisel, the 
guiding hand of God,” says she “would rather be any woman than most 
men, and would rather be the woman she is than any man that lives.” 
She emphasizes this by her further statement that “Nature has blessed 
women; she has only been kind to man.” The wife of the author of “My 
Official Wife” wants to know “what on earth would a woman want to 
be a man for,” for she believes “the world was made for woman—so was 
man.” With variations on the harmony much the same tune is played by 
most of the women, which is remarkable considering the way in which 
so-called woman’s movement is making headway in the United States.— 
Liverpool Post. 
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HOME FAITH-CULTURE. 


THERE is no doubt that there is planted in the mind of every individual 
that comes into the world, a germ of faith, which by proper cultivation 
may be made to grow and bear fruit of life eternal; in fact, it is generally 
believed that every person is endowed with the same faculties. Yet there 
is a vast difference in individuals, but it is a difference in degree, but not 
in kind. 

Now, these inherent faculties are of divine origin, each for its specific 
purpose, and under a course of harmonious development will make man 
as nearly perfect as his fallen nature will allow; but the trouble is they 
are allowed too often to grow wild, impressed only by surroundings tit 
influenced by the guiding hand of wisdom and love. This causes an 
undue development of those faculties that pertain to the grosser things 
of earth and the animal passions. The higher faculties can be brought to 
prominence only under the supervision of intelligent design and wisdom 
in execution. | | 

There are all degrees of faith ranging from the faintest spark in the 
heart of the atheist to the glowing flame in the soul of the prophet, and 
this difference depends somewhat on natural endowment or heredity, but 
more on cultivation and development. Faith implanted by the Divine 
hand, needs this intelligent aid and direction, and this is one of the duties 
of fatherhood and motherhood. , 

Although in the gathering place of the Saints there are several insti- 
tutions to aid in this work, such as Sabbath schools, Primary Associations, 
Young Men’s and Young Women’s Mutual Improvement Associations and 
Religion Classes, the responsibility is not removed from the parents, for 
to fully develop, the child should live in an atmosphere of faith; but in 
this and other countries where those advantages are lacking, and where 
popular opinion is adverse to the faith of the Latter-day Saints, the 
necessity for careful home training is multiplied many fold. | 

The first requisite is a sincere devotional spirit on the part of parents, 
exhibited by regular arfd punctual devotional exercises with a course of 
life in strict consonance with their profession, that no hypocrisy can be 
laid to their charge, for children, as a rule, are very observant and readily 
detect inconsistency in conduct. But example is not enough even when 


coupled with precept, for, that the child may fully appreciate acts of 
devotion, he should be permitted to take part therein. Every child in 
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the family should take his or her turn with the parents in offering up the 
family prayer and in asking a blessing on the food; besides this the child 
should from its earliest infancy, be trained to offer up its own private 
prayers night and morning, and should be taught to turn to the Lord for 
assistance and guidance in all its little troubles. This course should be 
kept up until it becomes a permanently fixed habit, which would be diffi- 
cult to cast off in later life, and it would become a tower of strength to 
protect from temptation and sin. 

Some shrink from this work because it involves time and trouble, but 
it wil bring its reward a hundred fold by immunity from care and trouble 
in later life when the parents will be less able to bear it; besides it is well 
repaid in the betterment of the lives of the parents themselves, for in 
such a home the Spirit of God will take up His abode, and peace, harmony 
and love will abound. A. W. 


To-Mok Row, April 6, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
is 70 years old, having been organized on the 6th day of April, 1830, in 
the town of Fayette, Seneca Co., New York, with six members; but under 
the blessings of the Lord it has increased at a phenomenal rate, notwith- 
standing the persecution to which it has been subject, and now numbers 
over 300,000, with the increase unabated. 

The regular Annual Conference of the Church will be held in Salt Lake 
City, Utah, commencing on Friday the 6th inst. and continuing for at 
least three days, where many thousands of the Saints will assemble from 
all the surrounding states, as also from Canada in the north and Mexieo 
in the south; and, as it is an early spring and the farmers have their crops 
in, there will probably be the largest gathering that ever has been wit- 
neased on such occasions. Although we shall not be with them in person 
we shall be in spirit, and shall eagerly look for the account of the Con- 
ference in the papers, that we may partake of the Spirit that will be the 
guiding influence in that noted assembly. 


Tue Anchor Line s.s. Ethiopia from Glasgow on March 22, 1900, with 
returning Elders on board, arrived at New York on the 3rd, with all well. 


Crerxs of Conferences would confer a favor by sending in reports of 
their conferences for publication as soon as possible after the close. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder Wm. E. Purdy has been transferred 
from the Leeds to the London Conference. 

Eider Frank D. Strong of the Birmingham Conference has been honor- 
ably released on account of ill health, to return by s.. Anchoria from 
Glasgow, April 5, 1900. 

Elder Jas. W. Lesueur has been honorably released on request per cable- 
gram from President Lorenzo Snow. The message stated that his brother 
Frank had been killed by outlaws. Elder Lesueur has been laboring in 
the British Mission for nearly 26 months, having landed February 11, 
1898. He has been laboring of late in the Channel Islands. He will sil 
krom Southampton, April 7, on the s.s, New York. 
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ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


Tux following extract is from a letter from President Geo. Ruff of the 
Nottingham Conference: : 
“T have just returned from a partial visit around the Conference and 
have had a very pleasant time visiting with Elders and Saints. There is 
no serious illness but bad colds are prevalent. Spiritually there seems to 

be a general improvement. 

“The work of the Lord is progressing slowly and we expect a few more 
to be added to the church by baptism before our Conference, which takes 
place on April 22. We anticipate a refreshing time and a spiritual feast. 
We have rented the ‘Central Hall’ again. 

“The Sainte are looking forward to the time when you and Brother 
Naisbitt will be with us, as your counsel and presence is always apprecia- 
ted in the Nottingham Conference. 

“The Leicester Elders have held a few meetings but it is too cold for 
people to stand and listen. However, the Elders are all ready and waiting 
for the opportunity afforded by warm weather. They are all in the line 
of their duty and the new Elders are full of zeal, and have brought with 
them the proper spirit and have proven to be ‘as clay in the hands of the 
potter.’ 

“The missionary field is the scene of constant changes, which, with the 
experience acquired and self denial necessary enables an Elder to say 
‘Not my will O Father, but Thine be done.’ When this spirit is within 
our hearts there is peace in the home, peace in the branch and peace 
throughout the Conference. When devoid of it discord reigns supreme. 

“When we have learned this lesson thoroughly we shall be full of mercy, 
long-suffering and forbearance one towards another. 

“The Spirit of the Lord was poured out upon us last Sunday in our 
Fast meeting. The spirit of repentance and forgiveness was with us and 
the power of God manifest in abundance. 

“The labors of the Elders of this Conference and myself have been 
blessed exceedingly, and I trust that we may go forth in unity and spread 
the truth.” 


PRESIDENT Jas. L. McMurein writes from Copenhagen, under date of 
March 30, as follows: 


“Brother Nelson and I reached Grimsby safely, and had a very enjoy- 
able time with the Saints the next day. We were highly pleased to find 
such a prosperous branch there, and also to witness the zeal and energy 
of the Elders. President Manning met us at the station, and was untiring 
in his efforts to make our visit pleasant. A good work has been done in 
this district, and the prospects for the future are excellent. We left feel- 
ing that the love that the Savior said should actuate his disciples, and by 
which the world, or all men, might know them, was truly manifest. 

“Our journey across the North Sea was not very rough, yet we indulged 
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ourselves in the prevailing custom to some extent. The Captain of our 
boat showed some disposition to discuss our religion, and we met him 
half-way. He soon weakened however, admitting that he could not meet 
our arguments. We also had a discussion with a Jew who was a passenger, 
he admitted that we were all looking for the coming of a Messiah, but 
stated that while we believed that Jesus was that Messiah, the Jews did 
not. I told him that they would believe it when Jesus appeared on the 
Mount of Olives, and showed them the wounds in his hands and feet, and 
I asked him what he would do with Zech. 13th and 14th chapters, which 
predicted the coming of Christ and says that they would ask, ‘What are 
these wounds in thy hands?’ but he could give no satisfactory answer, but 
argued, however, that it referred to the death of Zechariah. 

“Owing to a fog we were delayed seven hours in reaching Hamburg, but 
as soon as we arrived I recognized Brother Schulthess on sight. We had 
a lovely time during our stay here, and found the brethren richly imbued 
with the Spirit of their work, and a fine influence among the Saints. There 
is a splendid branch here, and everything in good shape. 

“We arrived in Aarhus on Saturday evening at 5:30, and were met by 
President Andreas Petersen of the Scandinavian Mission, and President 
Andrew Petersen of the Aarhus Conference. We had an excellent Con- 
ference, many strangers being present. The president of this Conference 
has things in fine shape. 

“We had an excellent Priesthood meeting on Monday and went to 
Odense on Tuesday where we held a well attended meeting in the evening, 
most of those present being strangers. We were met at the station by 
the Brother and now Sister that went to Utah on a visit and called at the 
Liverpool Office; they treated us right royally. Next day we left for 


Copenhagen.” 


WE were exceedingly gratified and touched the other day by reading a 
letter addressed to a returned Elder from a young sister in the British 
Mission. We tender an excerpt to the readers of the Star, believing that 
its humble, grateful spirit and unmistakable testimony will win the 
hearts of those who comprehend the influences of the Spirit, and know 
the blessings which pertain to obedience, and also the integrity of an 
example which comes from the love of truth and righteousness. For 
valid reasons, names are withheld, though some will know, and all may 
feel this simple earnest presentation of a devoted heart: 


“One morning lately I went into a work room when one of the young 
girls called me and I thought, Oh I suppose she has something to tell me 
about those “Mormons,”’ so I went up to her, and asked what she wanted 
me for, and she asked, ‘Do you know I have been watching you for a long 
time, and I have also been looking at other Christians, and I have been 
thinking what a difference there is between some of them and you!’ She 
then said, ‘You know that you have got something more than they have, 
and I want to know what itis. I have been trying to do what is right, 
but I can’t be like you, I wish I could.’ 

“Oh how my heart leaped with joy! I thanked God for those cheering 
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words. Of course I told her that I had received the Holy Ghost through 
the laying on of hands of God's servants, and I knew that I could not do 
anything good in my own strength. 

„J told her that since I had been baptized, and had received the Holy 
Ghost through the laying on of hands, as it says in the New Testament, 
that I had been helped a great deal, and now it was not hard to live a 
good life, for the Holy Ghost was enlightening my mind, and leading me 
into all Truth. Then she said, I often hear the “Mormons” spoken 
against, but I tell them that I know a young girl that belongs to them 
and that she is a good girl, and an example to other Christians.’ So you 
can therefore tell by this that the girls see that 1 have something more 
than they have, and now they are wy friends. 

“Some of them tell me that they love to hear me talk upon the Scrip- 
tures, and they say, ‘Well! I never heard it explained like that before,’ 
and two of them told me that when they hear me talk of the Gospel it 
makes them feel so wicked, that they said, ‘I will try to be better than I 
have ever been.’ It makes me feel that the Lord is blessing me greatly, 
and that I have a great deal to be thankful for. 

“Sister P’s mother and father are quite nice with me now, and they ask 
me to come to their house. Rose's brother is always telling me to come 
and see them; we went there at Christmas and they told me not to 
wait to be asked, but come when I like. We went there one Sunday 
lately to tea and we sang, ‘O my Father,’ to them, so I feel that there are 
great changes taking place, I would love to see them in the Church. 

“T am ever glad that I have a testimony to bear to you and all others 
of the truthfulness of this Gospel, and [ am thankful that I have been led 
to a knowledge of the Truth.” 


Tux following letter, under date of March 26, 1900, was received from 
Elder D. B. Richards, Turin, Italy: 


PresipentT PLATTT D. Lyman, 

42 IsLINGTON, 

LIVERPOOL, ENGLAND. 
DEAR BROTHER: 

“Before leaving Neuchatel, Switzerland, and coming into Italy to 
labor, President Cardon gave me a letter to read written by yourself, in 
regard to my coming into Italy to see what could be done by way of 
introducing the Gospel into this country. I was very much pleased to see 
the interest which you manifest in the matter, and to note that you would 
await with interest developments made here. I came here the 18th of last 
month, but have not yet done very much by way of preaching the Gospel, 
I have procured the laws of the country at large as well as the police 
regulations applying to the different cities throughout the Kingdom, and 
have been studying up the laws concerning religious denominations, in 
order to keep myself within legal bounds. I find that by these laws the 
distribution of tracts in the thoroughfares and to the public in general 
is prohibited, without first procuring licence from the local municipal 
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authorities. I find, likewise, that in order to hold religious assemblies, 
meetings, etc., three days notice must first be given to the local police. 

“T have denn to the police department to see if I could distribute gospel 
tracts, but they declined to give me permission. 

„I have likewise been making myself acquainted with the workings of 
the religious denominations here, more especially that of the protestante. 
And having received tracts at some of these meetings, I wished to find 
out if there is really any material difference between the theory of the 
law in ite prohibitory measures, and the practice of the law in allowing 
certain permissions. Hence I made the acquaintance of two baptist min- 
istera here, who seem to be making considerable headway. They tell me 
that all that they do before holding a meeting is to give the municipal 
authorities notice that their intention is to hold a meeting at a certain 
place, and that then the city authorities are obliged to prevent any dis- 
turbance at the meeting. They state likewise that they have no trouble 
in giving out tracts. 

If Catholicism and fear of the Pope are the main things to prevent as 
from preaching the Gospel here, then it would seem that we need have 
no fear,as I think we could not be more aggressive than some of the 
Protestant denominations are against Catholicism and the Pope. To ex- 
plain my idea in this matter I will give you a translation of part of ene 
of the tracts which was handed me at one of their meetings. 

The author of the tract goes on to show how that in the last three 
centuries Protestantism has grown and flourished in spite of Catholicism, 
and notwithstanding the opposition of the Catholic priests, the Gospel 
has made noted progress in Italy, whereas the blessings of the Pope 
always carry moral injuries upon the heads of those who receive them. 
To prove his assertions, the author cites the following notable instances: 

„The blessings of the Pope were pronounced upon Spain when she sent 
her Invincible Armada to conquer Protestant England. Everybody 
knows the fate of the Invincible Armada, and how that England has pros- 
pered more than ever under the condemnation of the Pope. 

„The Pope pronounced a blessing upon the Duke of Alva, when he 
went to destroy the little Protestant Kingdom of Holland, in the face of 
which Holland became the most powerful maritime nation in the world. 

The Pope sent the “golden rose” and his blessing to Bomba, king of 
Naples, but in less than twelve days the king lost his crown. He sent his 
blessing to Isabella, Queen of Spain, but unfortunately in the space of a 
short time she lost her kingdom and was robbed of her crown. 

“*The Papal blessing was pronounced upon the head of Louis Napoleon, 
of France, or at least upon the head of the Empress, who declared war 
against Germany in 1870, but the Catholic Empire of France was con- 
quered by the Protestant Empire of Germany, and lost two of her prov- 
inces—Alsace and Lorraine. Napoleon was obliged to take refuge in 
England, and died in exile. 

“The Pope, too, stigmatized Italy with condemnation, and excommuni- 
cated King Victor Emanuel for dariug to unite the Kingdom of Italy with 
the capital of Rome, but thereupon Italy ceased to be a geographical gero, 
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taking her place among the powerful nations of the earth, and she acquired 
the right of raising her voice among the councils of Europe. 

„„The Pope sent the “golden rose” with his special blessing to the 
Queen of Spain, when war broke out between the United Sates and Spain, 
but in spite of these Papal favors, the Spanish fleet was utterly destroyed, 
while the Sister of Catholocism saw her fruitful colonies torn from her 
arms and placed under the protection of a Republic whose religion is 
Protestant.’ 

“Tf it be that we have anything to fear from the Protestant denomina- 
tions here, it would seem that they themselves have enough to do in 
opposing the Catholic Church. As you know the Piedmont district of 
Italy is decidedly Catholic; but yet there are many Protestants here in 
Turin and the adjoining towns and villages. The forefathers of the most 
of these Protestants came from the Canton of Vaud, Switzerland, upwards 
of three centuries ago, notwithstanding the persecutions of the Catholic 
Church. From what I can learn of these Protestants, they are an honest 
class of people, and are known here under the name of Barbetto. In 
order to explain: there is an Italian adage, La porola di um Barbetto é 
um contratto, which signifies that the word of a Barbetto is as good as his 
bond. They have a large church or temple here in Turin, known in the 
Italian language as il Tempo Valdese. In this Church the Protestants 
hold services in the Italian, French, German, and even English languages. 
I have attended services in this Church a number of times (not yet, how- 
ever, the English service) and the other evening as I happened to be there, 
I listened to a representative of the British Biblical Society. To give you 
an idea of how Protestantism is progressing, [ will cite a few of the 
statistics which this representative quoted. Not including Protestant 
ministers, this society has thirty-five agents selling and distributing bibles, 
etc.,in Italy. Last year they distributed six thousand and some odd hun- 
dreds of Bibles; over 17,000 New Testaments and more than 60,000 parts 
of Bibles and other translations. 

“Turin is a city of upwards of 375,000 inhabitants, and has many 
churches and religious places of gathering. The two baptist ministers 
of whom I have spoken, have two halis which they use for religious pur- 
poses, where they hold meetings two evenings in the week and twice on 
Sundays. At the close of their meetings they give out tracts and special 
card invitations. There is likewise a religious society here known as the 
Christian Fraternity, being composed of members of all Protestant denom- 
inations. Their object being to draw the Protestant denominations into 
closer touch with each other. They have a hall where meetings are held 
twice during the week and once on Sunday afternoon. They invite a 
representative of each of the denominations to speak once a week and at 
the close of their meetings give out tracts containing biblical stories. I 
visited it last Saturday evening and they gave me a pamphlet containing 
their organization articles and by-laws. I have seen some Salvation Army 
people here, but do not know what they are doing, nor with what success 
they are meeting. 

“My idea, in concluding, is that we shall be able to do something in 
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Turin or the surrounding districts by way of disseminating the principles 
of the Gospel and finding some truth seekers; but as you said in Berne 
last summer in Conference: ‘The Elders can only do the sowing of the 
seeds, it is God who converts.’ Of course a little time, considerable push 
and the help of the Lord will be required before much can be done. He 
has said, ‘This Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world 
for a witness unto all nations, and then shall the end come.’ My prayer 
is that he will bless us in our endeavors to fulfill His prediction.” 


A Goop Name.—Secure a good name to thyself by living virtuously and 
humbly, but let this good name be nursed abroad and never be brought 
home to look upon it. Let others use it for their own advantage; let 
them speak of it if they please; but do not thou use it at all but as an 
instrument to do God glory and thy neighbor more advantage. Let thy 
face, like Moses’, shine to others, but make no * 3 for thyself.— 
JEREMY TAYLOR. 


THe Haris or Taka—A Dublin telegram to the London Echo says 
the excavations at Tara have just been visited by a party of antiquaries 
and scientists, who found that a discovery of striking interest has been 
unwittingly made in the course of searching for the ark. Deep below 
the mound which marks the base of the former Royal Palace, and below 
the former level of the field, have been found remains of a structure cut 
in solid rock, and indicating the existing of a fortress, dating from a period 
far earlier than the legendary history of Tara as commonly known. As 
at Troy, there appear to have been successive layers of habitations on 
the same site. The proprietor has suspended further operations, and 
it is hoped that some scientific body may resume them with his consent. 


— 


POETRY. 


SMALL THINGS. 


Im mighty!“ cried the River thro’ the drowsy summer mist 
To the tiny streamlets creeping to her banks, 
It is I who bear you on 
To the wonderous sea beyond, 
And to you, my timid friends, I owe no thanks.” 
But the mountain sides grew yellow in the scorching summer heat 
Till a tiny spring lay quenched upon the hill, 
And the Streamlets ceased to flow 
To their mighty friend below, 
And the river-bed grew parched, and dry and still. 


**T am great and I can darken all the sunshine if I will!“ 
Called a rain-cloud as she scudded quickly by, 
And with thunder in her frown 
As the rain came pouring down, 
‘She spread her angry mist across the sky. 


— 
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